




As your constituent, I urge your support for critical battery recycling legislation (HF 1426 and SF 1690), carried by Representative Joe McDonald, Representative Athena Hollins and Senator Rob Kupec, that will save Minnesota millions of dollars while protecting the environment. 
Batteries present a serious challenge for Minnesota, causing fires in our waste system that endanger workers and pollutes our air, harming our health. The Rice County landfill fire in 2023 which polluted the air, water and soil for thousands of residents is a prime example of the dangers posed by batteries in the waste stream.
Currently, the majority of waste batteries end up in the trash, leaving valuable resources wasted. This bipartisan legislation would require manufacturers to fully fund the collection of all waste batteries, ensuring they are recycled responsibly. Batteries are recyclable, and the high-demand metals recovered—like lithium cobalt and nickel—can be used in clean energy technologies. Currently, we are losing billions worth of precious metals to landfills and incinerators.
I support this legislation because it keeps toxic heavy metals out of landfills, protects against dangerous battery fires, and advances Minnesota’s clean energy goals — all while saving Minnesota money. It is a win win solution!
I hope I can count on your support for this vital legislation. Thank you for your dedication to protecting Minnesota’s environment and public health. 
Sincerely,

